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Introduction 
 
In the ever-growing field of renewable energy, solar power has emerged as a crucial pillar in 
global sustainability efforts. However, a persistent operational challenge continues to plague 
photovoltaic (PV) systems: the accumulation of dust and debris on solar panels. Traditional 
cleaning methods, typically water-based and labor-intensive, are inefficient, environmentally 
unsustainable, and unsuitable for large-scale deployments in arid regions. Addressing this critical 
issue, Xiamen Lanxu Intelligent Technology Co., Ltd. has developed Solar-LIT—a line of 
advanced, autonomous robotic cleaning systems designed specifically for utility-scale PV 
installations. This paper explores the technical architecture, operation, advantages, and proven 
performance of the Solar-LIT cleaning robots, positioning them as a disruptive innovation in 
solar operations and maintenance (O&M). 
 
1. Designing and Constructing Solar-LIT Robots 
 
Solar-LIT robots were developed as part of a very interdisciplinary R&D project with over 60 
engineers from various specialties such as robotics, embedded systems, artificial intelligence, 
motion systems, mechanical design, and communications systems. These robots were developed 
with a highly modular and intelligent systems architecture with the following major functional 
components: 
•Robot System Body: Light weight, high-durability frame with support for navigation via both 
fixed and tracking panel systems, designed to withstand more than 30 years of simulated 
operational usage. 
•Embedded Control Unit: An intelligent core controller with edge computing features to enable 
real-time decision support and error detection. 
•Navigation and Perception: With sensors and vision algorithms integrated, the robots include 
autonomous path planning, self-orientation, and obstacle detection. 
•_Communication Interface:_ The robots utilize a hybrid communication interface with 
LoraWan, LoraSL, as well as 4G/5G modules to ensure low-latency, long-range, and 
interference-imm. 
•Brushless Dry-Cleaning System: High-RPM non-abrasive rollers with dust removal capability 
without water or damage to the PV surface. 
 
SCADA-compatible design to enable interfacing with cloud-based systems to facilitate remote 
diagnostics, trend analysis, and firmware upgrades. 



​
2. Operating Methodology 
 
Solar-LIT robots are utilized for massive solar farms to automatically conduct panel cleaning 
operations with least human intervention. These robots work with: 
•Vacuuming Schedules: Programmable daily or alternate-day schedules according to dust loading 
by the environment. 
•Autonomous Navigation: With vision systems and edge sensors, robots navigate through rows 
of panels, align with rails, and account for slope adjustments as high as 42°. 
•Wide Array Separations: Custom-designed connectors enable robots to pass through up to 
600mm-separated array widths with no additional support. 
•Remote Monitoring: Centralized SCADA and mobile applications enable operators to monitor 
robot condition, fault history, information about cleaning, and scheduling changes. 
•Self-Dagnostics: Every module runs internal tests for motor condition, alignment integrity, and 
brush wear, informing technicians when maintenance is necessary. 
 
This operational intelligence allows one technician to maintain dozens of robots in a 
multi-megawatt installation. 
 
3. Performance and Comparative Advantages 
 
Solar-LIT robots are much better than conventional manual or water-based cleaning systems in 
payback, sustainability, safety, and efficiency. 
 

 
Additionally,Solar-LIT robots also have an international certification from organizations 
including TUV, SGS, and CE. They were even proven to be resistant to unfavorable 

Parameters  Solar-LIT robots manual /water cleaning  

Cleaning Time (full site) ~3 hours Multiple days 

Water Usage 0 Liters Thousands of liters 

Cleaning Efficiency >99.5% 80–90% (inconsistent) 

Labor Requirement 1 operator per 10+ robots Large crews needed 

Environmental Impact Minimal (dry cleaning) High (water waste, labor) 

Reliability (certified) >98.5% Highly variable 

Maintenance Frequency Low (self-diagnosing) High (manual inspections) 



environments such as high-slope or cold environments (Hebei, China) or high-temperature 
environments such as deserts (DEWA IV and V in UAE, Sudair and NEOM in Saudi Arabia). 
 
4. Measurable Impact and Gains in Energy 
 
Solar-LIT robots have seen their real-world application bear practical benefits to power output 
and functioning efficiency: 
•Energy generation enhanced by up to 35% after a cleaning campaign after a sandstorm at one of 
their sites (250MW, UAE). 
•Efficient 3-day cleaning schedules produced 8.4% improvement, and 2-day schedules produced 
6%. 
•Cleaning coverage of over 900,000 modules with an availability of 98.5%, much higher than 
industry norms. 
 
They enable higher power plant efficiency together with longer module service lives by 
excluding irreversible soiling degradation. 
 
5. Strategic Superiority and Future Prospects 
 
Solar-LIT's dry robot cleaning method has a competitive advantage to several key dimensions: 
 
•Water Conservation: More particularly critical to dry countries where water-based washing is 
impossible. 
 
•Automation & Safety: Reduces or eliminates high-risk manual work on trackers or roofs. 
 
• Versatility: Compatible with rooftop and ground mounting, as well as float PV.  
 
•Digital Integration: Predictive analytics and data-based maintenance through SCADA 
integration. As a part of a global shift to cleaner energy and intelligent infrastructure, Solar-LIT 
emerges as a central enabler of efficient, intelligent, and sustainable solar power plants.  
 
Conclusion 
 Solar-LIT robot-based cleaning system is a demonstration of integration among high-end 
engineering, artificial intelligence, and environmental awareness in renewable energy asset 
maintenance. Its high-efficiency cleaning, waterless mode, autonomous remote control, and 
third-party certified reliability distinguish it as a revolutionary PV O&M solution. As the solar 
sector scales up to gigawatt-level capacities, such technologies as Solar-LIT will be increasingly 
important to assure peak performance, lowest costs, and long-term sustainability of solar energy 
installations. 



 


